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2022 Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST) 
Open for Computer Science and Engineering Teachers

The 2021-2022 nomination and application windows for kindergarten through grade 6 mathematics and science 
teachers for the Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST) program are now 
open. The PAEMST awards are the nation's highest honors for teachers of mathematics, science, computer science, 
engineering, technology applications, and math or science related career and technical education courses. Awardees 
serve as models for their colleagues, inspiration to their communities, and leaders in the improvement of 
mathematics and science education. Since 1983, more than 4,200 teachers have been recognized for their 
contributions in the classroom and to their profession. 

 Presidential Awardees receive a certificate signed by the President of the United States, a trip to Washington, 
D.C. to attend a series of recognition events and professional development opportunities, and a $10,000 award from 
the National Science Foundation. Awardees also join an active network of outstanding educators from throughout 
the nation.

 As there are Computer Science classes that count for mathematics credit, applications from Computer Science 
teachers usually apply under the heading of mathematics. As there are Engineering courses that count for science 
credit, applications from Engineering teachers normally apply under the heading of science.

 Teachers must be signed up or nominated for the 2022 competition by January 7, 2022. The application deadline 
is February 6, 2022. If you know great teachers, encourage them to join this prestigious network of professionals. In 
Texas, eligible teachers who submit a completed application by February 6, 2022 will receive 25 CPE hours. Sign up to 
apply or nominate an educator at www.paemst.org. 

For questions, contact tx_paemst@tea.texas.gov or 512-463-9581.

From the desk of Debbie Wieland

http://www.paemst.org/
mailto:tx_paemst@tea.texas.gov


2021-2024 Texas COVID Learning Acceleration Supports (TCLAS) Application Due Date Extended

 The application due date for the 2021-2024 Texas COVID Learning Acceleration Supports (TCLAS) grant 
application has been extended. Eligible applicants must apply through the eGrants system by 5:00 p.m. Central 
Time, November 12, 2021.

 Visit the TEA Grant Opportunities page for detailed information about the 2021-2024 Texas COVID Learning 
Acceleration Supports (TCLAS) grant application, including allocation amounts. Search by the grant application 
name. Additional information on how to apply for a grant is available on the Applying for a Grant page.

For Further Information

 For program information, contact the Division of District Systems and Strategies at TCLAS@tea.texas.gov.

 For questions about the grant application, contact one of the ESSER negotiators listed on the Grants 
Administration Contacts page.

 For funding information, and any other grant-related questions, contact the Grants Administration Division at 
(512) 463-8525, or grants@tea.texas.gov.

News from the Grants Administration Division

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTExMDMuNDgzMzg2NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3RlYTRhdmFsb256by50ZWEuc3RhdGUudHgudXMvR3JhbnRPcHBvcnR1bml0aWVzL2Zvcm1zL0dyYW50UHJvZ3JhbVNlYXJjaC5hc3B4In0.Qx95dDdMJpPk_4y5-h6-3I4i4UTIsLTGXst1asCQ4TQ/s/1419989710/br/117352346142-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTExMDMuNDgzMzg2NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3RlYS50ZXhhcy5nb3YvZmluYW5jZS1hbmQtZ3JhbnRzL2dyYW50cy9ncmFudHMtYWRtaW5pc3RyYXRpb24vYXBwbHlpbmctZm9yLWEtZ3JhbnQifQ.mVhY7iJ1cq8Sn5Elt6E1NsOtcP1I-oSQZuVwQ1JaNJI/s/1419989710/br/117352346142-l
mailto:TCLAS@tea.texas.gov
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTExMDMuNDgzMzg2NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3RlYS50ZXhhcy5nb3Yvc2l0ZXMvZGVmYXVsdC9maWxlcy9ncmFudHNfYWRtaW5pc3RyYXRpb25fY29udGFjdHMucGRmIn0.ny-e9D8gZIgGyJpf-gjK_uB9Umd0t4kqytqR7iL9aPc/s/1419989710/br/117352346142-l
mailto:grants@tea.texas.gov


TEALS Webinar (November 9 @ 4pm CT) 
Teach HS Computer Science with the Support of Industry Volunteers 

 The Microsoft Philanthropies TEALS Program provides a short-term solution to the teacher 
shortage and helps schools build a long-term and sustainable computer science program by 
partnering teachers new to computer science with industry volunteers who have computer 
science content expertise. Teachers in these partnerships learn computer science while 
team-teaching with volunteers until they are comfortable teaching independently. 

 In this webinar, participants will hear about the TEALS approach and learn about the 
process to apply for TEALS support in the 2022-23 school year. 

Can’t make it to the webinar? No problem! 

For more information about the Microsoft Philanthropies TEALS program and see the school 
application, go here.   

 TEALS Contacts: 

Robert Carmichael Robert@tealsk12.org and Val Washington Valerae@tealsk12.org

Copyright © 2021 Education Service Center Region 11

https://utakeit.tacc.utexas.edu/TEALS-Info-Session/
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/teals/schools
mailto:Robert@tealsk12.org
mailto:Valerae@tealsk12.org


WeTeach_CS Counselor & Administrator Webinar

 (November 18 @ 9am CT)

 Computer Science Training for Counselors & Administrators participants will 

learn about trends and opportunities in computer science, and how your district can 

open doors to these opportunities for ALL of your students. 

 Recent policy and funding changes in Texas will be discussed as well as 

resources for supporting your district and teachers to build a robust and diverse CS 

program. This session will help school teams appreciate what computer science is, 

what new courses involve, and how these count toward graduation and fit with the 

larger school program.

https://utakeit.tacc.utexas.edu/ca1_2021/


Code.org Equity in AP CS Principles Program

GUIDED PROGRAM

•Help schools decide whether or not AP Computer Science Principles is a good fit.

•Help schools navigate the logistics of creating and adding a new course, and equitably recruit student 

enrollment for the first year of the course and beyond.

•Provide new-to-CS teachers a rigorous professional learning program

•Provide students a strong curriculum to help them not only complete the course but pass the AP exam.

•Build internal capacity for a strong computer science program for future years.

CRITERIA

•School serves 9th-12th grade students and does not currently offer CS Principles.

•School leaders commit to participating in all tracks of the Equity in AP CS Principles Program

•Will offer AP CSP in 2022-23

•Serves student populations that are underrepresented in CS.

Program is available at no cost to select schools, thanks to a generous research grant from the federal 

Department of Education.

Sign up for the first Welcome Workshop - Information Session on December 14th here!

This UT Austin Equity in AP CSP Program Brochure is available for distribution.

https://studio.code.org/pd/workshops/11146/enroll
https://utexas.box.com/shared/static/mmmci9cb1fxqrwarsvvuljhyry47nuer.pdf


Gateways to Success in 

STEM: Sketching and 

Spatial Visualization

 The webinar will discuss why and how Spatial 
Visualization (SV), the ability to think in 3D, is so critical 
to success in STEM. 60% of students in STEM programs 
have weak SV skills. This skills gap can lead to difficulty 
in engineering, technology, and science classes which 
require proficiency with 3D thinking.

 Thankfully, studies have shown that SV skills are 
teachable and improve student outcomes in STEM fields. 
SV training is especially beneficial for women and other 
underrepresented populations that may have had less 
experience in playing with building toys as children and 
find themselves at a disadvantage when entering STEM 
fields.

For more information and to register, visit 
https://egrove.education/professional-development

eGrove

Website

https://tracking.egrove.education/k/6182969f3c6ff600080b049b?lid=&url=https%3A%2F%2Fegrove.education%2Fprofessional-development
https://egrove.education/


Collaborate

❖ What’s on your mind?



Added from today’s conversations

 Link to CTE Courses for Academic Credit

 Computer Science Course Conversation: Link to Chapter 74 on TEA website, updated July 2021

Chapter 74. Curriculum Requirements Subchapter 

(b) Secondary Grades 9-12. 

(1) A school district that offers Grades 9-12 must provide instruction in the required 

curriculum as specified in §74.1 of this title. The district must ensure that sufficient 

time is provided for teachers to teach and for students to learn the subjects in the 

required curriculum. The school district may provide instruction in a variety of 

arrangements and settings, including mixed-age programs designed to permit flexible 

learning arrangements for developmentally appropriate instruction for all student 

populations to support student attainment of course and grade level standards. 

(2) The school district must offer the courses listed in this paragraph and maintain 
evidence that students have the opportunity to take these courses:

A. Required Curriculum
 (I) computer science--one course selected from Fundamentals of Computer Science, 

Computer Science I, or Advanced Placement (AP) Computer Science Principles; 

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/CTE_Courses_for_Academic_Credit.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/laws-and-rules/texas-administrative-code/19-tac-chapter-74


Join us for the

2021 12th Annual Technology Fair

November 12th, at 8:00 a.m.

ESC Region 11

Keynote begins at 8:45 a.m.

Free for Attendees - Lunch 
Provided
Register Now

https://www.esc11.net/techfair


REGISTRATION





#StrongerTogether

Future 

Coffee & Conversation Meetings

•12/16/2021 10:00 - 11:30 a.m.
•1/13/2022 10:00 - 11:30 a.m.

Lisa Harrison

mailto:Lharrison@esc11.net
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